Flooding Resources

LOCAL EMERGENCY INFORMATION
Emergency Alerts
BaltCo Alert - www.baltimorecountymd.gov/departments/emergency-management/alerts

FEMA Mobile Alerts - www.fema.gov/about/news-multimedia/mobile-products

National Weather Service - www.weather.gov

Twitter - @BaltCoEmergency

Facebook - Baltimore County Emergency Management

District 7 Office of Community Engagement - (410) 887-2534

Fire & News Emergency Blog - www.baltimorecountymd.gov/departments/fire/news/

Reporting Damage & Flooding
MyCoast Maryland - www.mycoast.org/md

Baltimore County Damage Assessment - www.bcdamageassessment-bc-gis.hub.arcgis.com/

FLOODING TERMINOLOGY
WATCH = Be Prepared
WARNING = Take Action

Flood Watch
Flooding is possible. Tune in to emergency radio or television for information.

Flood Warning
Flooding is occurring or will occur soon; if advised to evacuate, do so immediately.

Flash Flood Watch
Flash flooding is possible. Be prepared to move to higher ground.

Flash Flood Warning
A flash flood is occurring; seek higher ground immediately.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS: BEFORE
The following a steps you can take in advance to prepare for a flooding event:
[J Make sure your insurance policy covers flooding. Renters are also eligible for flood insurance.
[J Move furniture and valuables to higher floors.
[J Keep the car gas tank filled in case you need to evacuate.
(] Sign up for emergency alert systems
[J Make an emergency plan and checklist (see example below)
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS: DURING
[J stay informed about weather conditions. Flash flooding can occur in only minutes!
[J Do not drive through flooded roadways. The road may not be there.

[J Follow the instructions given by emergency officials. If told to evacuate, do so.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS: AFTER

[J Do not eat or drink anything that has come into contact with flood water.
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Follow emergency officials' instructions on safe water consumption. You may have to boil your water.
Clean and have electrical equipment checked before using.

Report broken utilities to the proper authorities.

Never play around high water, storm drains, downed utility lines, etc.

Use flashlights, not an open flame like a candle. Candles could cause an explosion if they come into contact
with leaked gasses.
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Watch out for snakes and other "stray" animals. Water will cause snakes to come out of the ground with
nowhere to go. Many other animals may be abandoned and lost. Do not kill snakes as this may eventually lead
to a rodent problem.

EMERGENCY KIT

Water (one gallon per person per day for several days, for drinking and sanitation)
Food (at least a several-day supply of non-perishable food)

Battery-powered or hand crank radio and a NOAA Weather Radio with tone alert
Flashlight

First aid kit

Extra batteries

Whistle (to signal for help)

Dust mask (to help filter contaminated air)

Plastic sheeting, scissors and duct tape (to shelter in place)

Moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic ties (for personal sanitation)

Wrench or pliers (to turn off utilities)

Manual can opener (for food)

Local maps
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Cell phone with chargers and a backup battery

Additional Emergency Supplies

Soap, hand sanitizer and disinfecting wipes to disinfect surfaces

Prescription medications.

Non-prescription medications such as pain relievers, anti-diarrhea medication, antacids or laxatives
Prescription eyeglasses and contact lens solution

Infant formula, bottles, diapers, wipes and diaper rash cream

Pet food and extra water for your pet

Cash or traveler's checks

Important family documents such as copies of insurance policies, identification and bank account records
saved electronically or in a waterproof, portable container

Sleeping bag or warm blanket for each person

Complete change of clothing appropriate for your climate and sturdy shoes

Fire extinguisher

Matches in a waterproof container

Feminine supplies and personal hygiene items

Mess kits, paper cups, plates, paper towels and plastic utensils

Paper and pencil

O0000000 OO0O0O0oOoOo0oo

Books, games, puzzles or other activities for children



Pets: Make a plan for your pets. In the event of a disaster, pets are not allowed in emergency shelters.
[J Make sure you have a pet carrier.
[J Make sure that your pet’s vaccinations and medical records are written and up-to-date.
[J Your pet should have a least and properly fitting collar with ID tags
[(J Decide where you will take your pet if you have to leave your home during an emergency
[J store a 3-day supply of food and water for your pet

[J Stock up on newspaper, plastic bags, cleanser and disinfectant to properly handle pet waste

FLOOD INSURANCE
Everyone Can Get Flood Insurance. Baltimore County participates in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).
This means residents can purchase flood insurance, regardless of whether their property is in a high-risk flood zone.
If your home is in a high-risk flood zone (Special Flood Hazard Area), you are still eligible for flood insurance through
the NFIP.
Mortgage Requirement: If you have a federally backed mortgage and live in a high-risk area, your lender will likely
require flood insurance. Flood Insurance is NOT Included in Homeowners Insurance. Standard homeowners insurance
policies do NOT cover flood damage. If you're concerned about flooding, you'll need a separate flood insurance policy.
Cost of Flood Insurance: Premiums vary based on your home’s location and risk. You can contact your insurance
provider or visit the NFIP website for quotes and more information.
Elevation Certificates Can Help Lower Costs. If you live in a high-risk area, an Elevation Certificate might help reduce
your flood insurance premium. It shows how high your home is relative to potential flood levels.
Protection for Your Home and Belongings: Flood insurance protects the structure of your home and personal
belongings.

e Up to $250,000 for your home

e Up to $100,000 for personal belongings
How to Get Flood Insurance

e Contact Your Insurance Agent. Ask if they offer NFIP policies or private flood insurance options.

e Visit FEMA’s Flood Map Service Center to check if your home is in a flood zone: msc.fema.gov

® Get a Quote: Compare quotes from both the NFIP and private insurers.
For more information on flood insurance and how to protect your home, visit the National Flood Insurance Program
website at www.floodsmart.gov.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS TO REDUCE FLOODING RISK
Improve Drainage Around Your Home
Grade Your Yard: Ensure your yard slopes away from your home to direct water away from the foundation.
Install French Drains: These underground drainage systems help move water away from your house.
Clean Gutters & Downspouts
Regularly clear debris to prevent clogs and ensure water flows properly.
Plant a Rain Garden
A rain garden is a shallow, planted depression that collects rainwater runoff from roofs, driveways, and lawns. Rain
gardens help absorb water, reduce runoff, and filter pollutants from stormwater. How to create a rain garden:
e Choose native, water-tolerant plants.
® Select a low-lying area at least 10 feet away from your home.
o Use well-draining soil and mulch to aid in absorption.
Install a Rain Barrel: A rain barrel is a container connected to your downspout that collects and stores rainwater from
your roof. By capturing rainwater, rain barrels reduce the volume of water flowing into storm drains, minimizing flood
risk. Rain barrels can also help you save money on water bills.


http://www.floodsmart.gov

Use Permeable Paving

Permeable surfaces like gravel, porous concrete, or pavers allow rainwater to seep through and be absorbed into the
ground. These surfaces reduce runoff and help water infiltrate the soil, preventing pooling around your home.
Maintain Foundation Seals

Regularly check your home's foundation for cracks or gaps. Use waterproof sealants around windows, doors, and any
cracks in the foundation to prevent water from seeping in during storms.

DEALING WITH MOLD AND MILDEW AFTER FLOODING

Flooding can lead to mold and mildew growth, which can pose serious health risks and damage your home. It’s
important to take action quickly to control and remove mold after a flood. Here’s how you can deal with mold and
mildew safely and effectively.

Safety First
® Protect Yourself: Wear protective gear like gloves, goggles, and an N95 mask to avoid contact with mold
spores.
e Turn Off Power: Before entering flooded areas, ensure electricity is turned off to avoid electrical hazards.
e Ventilate the Area: Open windows and doors to increase air circulation and reduce humidity.
Remove Water and Dry the Area
e Pump Out Water: Use pumps, wet vacuums, or brooms to remove standing water as quickly as possible.
e  Use Fans & Dehumidifiers: Speed up drying by placing fans and dehumidifiers in affected areas. Focus on
damp spaces like basements, bathrooms, and attics.
e Dry Within 24-48 Hours: Mold can start growing within 24-48 hours, so drying the area quickly is essential to
prevent further growth.
Clean and Disinfect Surfaces
e Discard Damaged Items: Throw away porous materials that cannot be completely cleaned, such as carpet,
drywall, insulation, and furniture.
e Scrub Non-Porous Surfaces: Hard surfaces like glass, metal, and plastic can be cleaned with detergent and
water. After cleaning, disinfect with a solution of 1 cup of bleach in 1 gallon of water.
e Avoid Mixing Cleaners: Never mix bleach with ammonia or other household cleaners; this can create toxic
fumes.
Remove Mold-Infested Materials
e Cut Out Damaged Drywall: If drywall is affected, cut out and remove areas that are water-damaged or moldy.
® Replace Insulation: Wet insulation should be removed and replaced, as it can harbor mold spores.
e Dispose of Materials Properly: Bag and seal moldy materials in plastic before removing them from the home to
prevent spreading spores.
Prevent Future Mold Growth
e Control Humidity: Keep indoor humidity below 50% using dehumidifiers or air conditioners, especially in damp
areas like basements.
® Fix Leaks and Improve Drainage: Repair any leaks in your roof, windows, or pipes. Ensure water drains away
from the foundation of your home.
o Use Mold-Resistant Materials: When rebuilding, use mold-resistant drywall, insulation, and paints in areas
prone to moisture.
When to Call a Professional
e® Large Areas of Mold: If mold covers more than 10 square feet or is deeply embedded in walls, floors, or
ceilings, it’s best to hire a professional mold remediation service.
e Health Concerns: If anyone in your home has respiratory issues, allergies, or weakened immune systems,
consider professional help to ensure thorough mold removal.



